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Time expressions used with:

Present Simple every day/week/month/year, usually, sometimes, always, rarely, never, often,
in the morning/evening/afternoon, at night, on Mondays, etc.

Present Continuous now, at the moment, at present, nowadays, today, tonight, always, still, etc.

Present Perfect & just, ever, never, already, yet (negations & questions), always, how long, so
Present Perfect far, recently, since (= from a starting point in the past), for (= su.r a period
Continuous of time), today, this week/month, etc.

F*r and *Zrz*e are usually used with Present Perfect Continuous to emphasise the duration of an action.

' 1_ ldentify the tenses, then match them with the correct description.

1

2

He runs a large travel agency.
The thief enters the room and opens
the safe.

He has cleared out the garage.

She's been practising that song for

hours.

He's working hard these days.

He's gained a lot of weight recently.

Tom's picking me up at 7 o'clock
tonight.

He's such a boring man who's always

making a fuss about nothing.
The ferry arrives at 10:00 am.

You feel dizzy because you've been
lying in the sun for too long!

2- , Put the verbs in brackets into the correct present forms.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I 1) 4m.r'it.riLtnT (write) on behalf of Midfield School. Every year, our students 2)

3

4

5

6

7

c

d

actions taking place at or around the moment of
speaking; temporary situations

emphasis on duration of an action which began
in the past and continues up to the present

reviewsisports commentaries/dramatic narratives

past actions of a certain duration having visible
results/effects in the present

fixed arrangements in the near future
timetables/programmes (future meaning)

permanent situations or states

recently completed actions
personal experiences or changes which have

happened

frequently repeated actions with 'always'

expressing the speaker's annoyance or criticism

a

e

f
g

h

i

8

9

10

\ . ., (choose) to do a project on an environmental problem. Then, they 3)

(work) to raise money to help solve this problem. We 4)

| (recently/see) your advertisements about protecting dolphins, so for the last few weeks we 5)

(try) to learn about the dolphins that 6)

sea near our school. V/e 7)

. (live) in the
(already/be) on two boat trips and

8) (persuade) local fishermen to change their fishing nets because the
ones they 9) (use) at the moment can trap dolphins. Could you please

send the children some World Wildlife Fund posters to add to the presentations that they
10) (do) so far?

Yours faithfully,

J. Hopkins (Teacher)

4

3e

Deat

You'
garden
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5)

6)

We 8,1

e)

10)
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We

a

a
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Certain adiectives can be used with be in the continuous form to express a temporary
characteristic. These arel. careful, foolish, kind, lazy, nice, (im)patient, (im)polite, rude, silly, elc.
John is usually careful, but today he's berng careless. You're being very foolish. (normally used as a warning)

Fill in with the present simple or the present continuous.

1 A: I .....af?.UhinkirtA.. . . . (think) about visiting Jane this afternoon.
B: lwciuldn'tbother. I "..." ."" (think) she'sawayonholiday.

2 A: Mr Jones (have) a telephone message from his wife.
B: Canitwait?He... ..... (have)abusinessmeetingandldon'twanttodisturbhim.

3 A: The police . (still/look) for fingerprints.
B: lt ". ...".. (look) asif theywon'tfindthecriminal.

A:. Why . (you/taste) the soup? ls there anything wrong with it?

B: Yes, it ., " ". ... (taste) too sweet. I think you've used sugar instead of salt.

A: Why (youfeel) the baby's forehead, Mum?
B: I think she's got a temperature. She " (feel) rather hot.

A: 1..,""... (see)mybossaboutapayrisethisafternoon.
B: I . " .. ".. (see), That's why you're wearing a suit and tie.

A: Why . (you/smell) the inside of your car?
B: Becauseit..".. ... (smell) of petroland lwanttocheckforleaks.

7ri

! 
=..

^ 
?44

il :lr Li

$:
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5 . Underline the correct item.

1 John is / is being usually rude, but today he is i polite to his colleagues.
2 Ann is / is being usually patient, but today she is / is being impatient.
3 Sam is i is being rude to his mother now, but he is / is being normally pleasant to her.
4 Peter is / is being a kind man, but at the moment he is / is being selfish.
5 Julie is / is being silly at the moment, although I know she is / is being really very sensible.

Mark: Hi Ann! What 1) ....ar?. dqing ". . . (you/do) at the moment?
Ann: Hello Mark! 12) ".. ......(try)tofinish myproject, butmylitfle brother3) ....

(keep) interrupting me.

Mark: Oh really?

Ann: Yes, he 4) .... . ".. (always/ask) me to help him with his homework!
l5) ,.. .."..(gel)tiredof it.

Mark: I see. Look, a few of us 6) . (meet) at Caf6 Nora for coffee lat r.

7).... .""" (you/want)to joinus?
Ann: Well, my dance cli ss 8) . (starQ at 8 o'clock. What time g) 

" "..
.. (youigo) to the caf6

Mark: About 6 o'clock.
Ann: That's great! My class is nearby and I ceftainly 10) " . (need) a break. See you at six.

Put the verbs in brackets into the present simple or the present continuous. $:

6
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(! + [ Listen and repeat. Then act out.

10

Tin

Pas

Pas

Pas

Pas

Ir

0h, no! I had been tryinq to epell it for ao
lonq that I wao too tired to come bo echool.

Past Simple
is used for:
o past actions that took

place immediately
one after the other.
He got in the car, staded
the engine and drove off.

o past habits or states
which are now
finished. ln such
cases, we can also
use the expression
used to.
When he was young, he
rodelused to ride his
bike to school.

o a complete action or
event which happened
at a stated time in the
past.
She passed her exam
last week. (When? "Last
week" - stated time in
the past)

o complete past actions
not connected to the
present with a stated
or implied time
reference
Elvis Presley made lots
of records. (Elvis is
dead; he won't record
any more - period of
time now finished -
implied time reference)

Past Continuous
is used for:

lwas playing football
when lbroke my ankle.
(The action in progress

- was playing (Pasl
Continuous) - was
interrupted by another
action - broke. Past

Simple)

o two or more actions
which were
happening at the
same time in the
past (simultaneous
actions).
He was cooking while
she was sleeprng.

o background
description to events
in a story/description.
They were travelling to
Swansea...

Past Perfect
Continuous is used:
o for an action of

certain duration
continuing up to a
specific time in the
past.
She had been trying to
get a visa for months
bef.gye she gave up.

r for a past action
which lasted for
some time in the past
and whose result was
visible in the past.
Her fingers ached
because she had been
playing the guitar all
day.

o The Past Pedect
Continuous is the
past equivalent of
the Present Perfect
Continuous.
He stayed in bed that
day because he had
been feeling ill all
week.
(Present perfect: He's
staying in bed today
because he's been
feeling illallweek.)

rl 2 i

o an action which was o an action which
in progress at a happened before
stated time in the another past
past. We do not know action or before a
when the action stated time in the
stafied or finished. past.
At 1 o'clock this aftemoon She had already
theywere having coffee. cooked dinner when

. a past action which her husband came

was in Progress home. (She cooked

when another action dinner first and then

interrupted it. her husband came.)

an action which
finished in the
past and whose
result was visible
in the past.
When lsaw Steye
yesterday he was
happy because he
had found a new

iob.
The Past Perfect
is the past
equivalent of the
Present Perfect.
There was no
pudding left; he had
eaten it all.
(Present perfect:
There's no pudding
left; he has eaten it

all.)

Johnny, whera wera you yeeterday? I wao
looking for you but you weren't at echooL

tontt aian't-
know you had

",.- been ill, .;

8
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12 Fill in with an appropriate past

n1912, a passenger steamship called the

Titanic l) .waaaallina.". (sail) across

the Atlantic Ocean from England to

America. Abright moon 2)

..... (shine) and a gentle brceze

3) "... .' (blow). The ship 4) .." ' (sail)

for four days and was now more than halfiway towards its destination - New York City' Some passengers

5) . ",.. (sleep) in their cabins while others 6) " ' '

(relax) on deck, when suddenly they all 7) .. ". "... (hear) a loud bang' Those

sitting on deck 8) .... .'...' 6ump up), 9) (run) to

the railing of the ship, and 10) .,, (look) over the side. To their horror, they

saw that they 11) ... (hit) an iceberg which 12) ...

(tear) a hole in the side of the ship. Water was pouring into the ship at an alarming rate. There were

not enough lifeboats on the ship and tragically more than L,500 people lost their lives that night. The

sinking of.the Titanic remains the most infamous sea disaster in history.

15 F

1A
B:N

2 kt
B: [r

3A
E: Y

4AC
B:F
AE

a

l.Y; Which of the past forms in the text (1-12) above are used to express:

past action of certain duration continuing up to a speciflc time in the past
background description of events in the story
shorter actions which interrupt longer actions
past action which occurred before another past action
past actions which happened one immediately after the other
past actions which were happening at the same time in the past

Underline the correct time expression.

I still/yet/just hadn't done my homework when
Mum came home.

Meg was lying in the sun before/while/as soon
as the children were playing in the pool.

How long agoiHow long/Vl/hile did you pass

your driving test?

He continued his journey before/after/yet he

had changed the tyre.

She had been singing for years sinceifor/
before she finally became a star.

Our team had scored three goals by the time/
untiUwhile we got to the match.

The professor didn't start speaking after/
until/yet everyone was quiet.

She took off her coat just/as soon asialready
she entered the house.
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